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About the Author 


VAGABOND was created by Takehiko Inoue, author 
of the best-selling manga SLAM DUNK, with over 
100 million copies in print worldwide. Inoue 
received the 2000 Media Arts award for Manga 
from the Japanese Ministry of Culture as well as 
the 2000 Kodansha Award for best manga for his 
work on VAGABOND. In 2002, VAGABOND received 
the prestigious Tezuka award for best manga. Most 
recently, Inoue was nominated for a 2003 Eisner 
Award for best writer/artist. To date VAGABOND 
has sold over 22 million copies throughout the 
world. In addition to his numerous manga titles, 
Inoue also created the character designs for the 
PlayStation basketball game, ONE ON ONE. 


About VAGABOND and 
Miyamoto Musashi 


Takehiko Inoue's VAGABOND, based on Eiji 
Yoshikawa's novel MUSASHI, is a fictional account 
of the life of Miyamoto Musashi (1584-1645), The 
historical figure Miyamoto Musashi, author of the 
philosophical strategy guide A BOOK OF FIVE 
RINGS, was a master of the sword and was revered 
as a “sword-saint.” He founded the Niten Ichi style 
of sword fighting, which is typified by fighting with 
both long and short swords at once—holding the 
long sword with the right hand and the short sword 
with the left. Musashi was also a master of the 
“gentler arts"—he was a master of sumi-e (black ink 
drawings), metalworking, and woodcarving. The 
films that comprise THE SAMURAI TRILOGY directed 
by Hiroshi Inagaki and starring Toshiro Mifune, 
were also based on Yoshikawa's MUSASHI. Inspired 
by the huge success of VAGABOND in Japan, in 
2003 NHK produced the historical period drama 
MUSASHI. Also based on Yoshikawa's novel, this 
drama stars kabuki actor Shinnosuke Ichikawa as 
Musashi and TV star Ryoko Yonekura as Otsu. 


A note on names: 


The names presented within the context of this 
comic are presented in the traditional Japanese 
order—surname followed by first name. “Miyamoto” 
is Miyamoto Musashi's last name and “Musashi” is 
his first name. The name of the creator of 
VAGABOND, however, has been presented first 
name first, last name second. “Takehiko” is the 
author 5 first name and “Inoue” is his last name. 


Glossary and Extraneous Background 
Information 


Echizen 
Located in the northern part of present-day Fukui Prefecture. 


Но Ittosai (Dates unknown) 

Founder of the Itto-ryu school of sword fighting. Before establishing his 
own style, Ittosai is said to have studied a variant of the Chujo-ryu style of 
sword fighting under Kanemaki Jisai's instruction. 


Muso Gonnosuke (dates unknown) 

Founder of the Shinto Muso-ryu school of martial arts, which mainly utilized 
the wooden staff. Gonnosuke is said to have been one of the many to lose 
to Musashi in a duel. According to some accounts he defeated Musashi in a 
rematch. 


Sasaki Kojiro (dates unknown) 

The legendary archrival of Miyamoto Musashi. Kojiro is believed to have 
studied the Chujo-ryu style of swordsmanship under the instruction of 
either Toda Seigen or Kanemaki Jisai. Kojiro was renowned for his 
Tsubame-gaeshi, or “swallow-cut” technique which was inspired by the 
movement of a swallow іп flight. 


The Sengoku Period and the Battle of Sekigahara 

The Warring States or Sengoku period (1482-1558) in Japan was a time of 
chaos and conflict. Central authorities, in the form of the imperial court and 
the shogunate, had grown increasingly weaker and the land was effectively 
ruled autonomously by numerous daimyo (domainal lords). Looking to 
expand their spheres of control, the daimyo were constantly at war with 
each other. One daimyo in particular, Oda Nobunaga, set out on a mission 
to unify Japan by means of conquest. Incredibly successful, by the time of 
his assassination in 1582, he managed to control approximately one-third 
of all of Japan. One of Nobunaga's chief generals, Toyotomi Hideyoshi, 
became Nobunaga's successor to carry on the quest for unification. 
Through a process of conquest and conciliation, Hideyoshi succeeded in cre- 
ating an orderly federation amongst the daimyo, and by 1590, order was 
restored to Japan under Hideyoshi's rule. Hideyoshi's death in 1598, how- 
ever, presented the question of succession. Most of the daimyo from the 
domains in the west remained loyal to the Toyotomi Clan and its five-year- 


old heir, Toyotomi Hideyori. Tokugawa leyasu, however, leading the major 
daimyo from central and eastern Japan, challenged the Toyotomi clan's 
leadership. The two sides clashed at the Battle of Sekigahara (1600) in 
Mino (located in present day Gifu Prefecture) where the Tokugawa claimed 
an overwhelming victory. From that point on, the Tokugawa clan would 
effectively rule Japan for the next 250 years. 


Shinmen Takezo 
Miyamoto Musashi's boyhood name. 


Takuan Soho (1573-1645) 

A monk of the Rinzai sect of Zen Buddhism, by the time Takuan was 37, he 
was appointed abbot of the leading temple of the Rinzai sect, Daitokuji. 
Takuan was an important figure whose acute and brutally honest advice 
was sought by influential and powerful figures such as Emperor Go Mizuno 
and the shogun Tokugawa lemitsu. His correspondence to Yagyu Munenori 
discussing Zen and swordsmanship entitled THE UNFETTERED MIND has 
become an influential treatise in both the areas of philosophy and martial 
arts. The pickled daikon radish, takuan, also bears his name. 


The Yagyu Clan 

Yagyu Muneyoshi Sekishusai (1527-1606) was the founder 

of the famed Yagyu-Shinkage school of sword fighting. His son Yagyu 
Munenori (1571-1646) was one of Tokugawa's key generals at the Battle 
of Sekigahara. Munenori was appointed as the official fencing instructor of 
the Tokugawa Clan, and in 1632 the Yagyu were appointed as the omet- 
suke—responsible for the surveillance of the daimyo. Although the Yagyu 
clan has been depicted in Kazuo Koike's LONE WOLF AND CUB as the plot- 
ters of the downfall of Itto Ogami, the general Japanese popular culture 
take on the Yagyu Clan is more positive. More specifically, Munenori's son, 
Yagyu Jubei (1607-1650), is viewed as a wandering hero protecting the 
people from evildoers. 


Yoshioka Kempo (dates unknown) 

A distinguished warrior during the Sengoku period (1482-1558) and the 
founder of the renowned Yoshioka school of sword fighting. Yoshioka 
Kempo mastered the Kyohachi style of swordmanship and then modified it 
to form the Yoshioka style. In the context of поџе 5 VAGABOND, as well as 
in Yoshikawa's MUSASHI, Yoshioka Seijuro and Denshichiro are Kempo's 
sons who are historically thought to have dueled with Miyamoto Musashi 
on numerous occasions. 
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“..reads like an Akira Kurosawa film captured оп 
the printed page.” 
—Cliff Biggers, Comic Buyer's Guide | з 


Séséki Kojiro, renowned for his deadly “swallow-cut,” 
#15 the man destined to be sword-saint Miyamoto 
Musashi's greatest rival and opponent in the most 
well-known duel in the annals of Japanese history. In 
the aftermath of the Battle of Sekigahara, Kojiro 
comes face to face with emotions previously unknown 
to him—fear and desperation. Far from being daunted, 
Kojiro embraces these feelings and allows them to 
shape him into what may be the ultimate swordsman. 
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